Cystoliths were observed in the
Introduction
Cystoliths in the secondary xylem were up till now only known in a single family, Opiliaceae (Record, 1925 (Record, , 1927 Kanehira, 1921 ; Metcalfe & Chalk, 1950). Record described cystoliths as 'deposits of calcium carbonate in special structures in the rays of 7 genera, viz.
Agonandra, Cansjera, Champereia, Lepionurus, Meliantha, Opilia and Rhopalopilia' . According to Metcalfe & Chalk (1950) , Agonandra is the only genus which lacks the cystoliths.
By chance I observed in a section of Sparattanthelium deposits which looked like a bunch of grapes. At first sight, these deposits appeared to be similar to the well-known cystoliths in the leaves of Ficus. As cystoliths have also been described for the leaves of Sparattanthelium (Solereder, 1899) Chattaway (1955 Chattaway ( , 1956 . Others, like Metcalfe & Chalk (1950) , Esau (1963) (Fahn, 1967 (Miller, 1975) . (Solereder, 1899 (Solereder, , 1908 Pireyre, 1961) (Fahn, 1967; Pireyre, 1961 (Frey-Wyssling, 1935; Esau, 1963; Pireyre, 1961 (Solereder, 1899 & 1908; Metcalfe & Chalk, 1950; Fahn, 1967; Pireyre, 1961) . Their presence in the leaves of Gyrocarpus and Sparattanthelium is of systematic value (Solereder, 1908; Kubitzki, 1969 Fig. 16 the X-ray element map shows the location of calcium in these cystoliths.
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